232               THE ADDLED PARLIAMENT.        CH. XVII.

for him the office of Treasurer of the Chamber. Neville, at once
replied, that he would take neither money, nor anything bought
for money, at the hands of a subject, and gave him to under-
stand that, though he was ready to act as Secretary, he would
not put up with any lower place.

In February hopes of success were given him once more.
It was intimated to him by Suffolk that he was selected for the

appointment; but that, as the King was still displeased
1 I4' with him for his conduct in the former Parliament,
he must expiate his misdemeanours before he could hope to he
promoted.1 If this was anything more than a mere trick on
the part of Suffolk, to secure his services during the session,
either James must soon have changed his mind, or Neville

must have refused to make the required submission,
mentof       On March 29, Wmwood took the oaths as Secretary.

Lake, as some compensation for his disappointment,
was admitted to the Privy Council on the same day.2

Win wood's whole heart was in the opposition to Spain and
the Catholic powers.    It was by him that all those treaties had

been negotiated which  bound England to support

His quahn-                                                                 .                             i

cations for the Dutch Republic and the Princes of the German
tie pos. Union against the Plouse of Austria. In the Council
he would be sure to side with Abbot and Ellesmere in denounc-
ing the entanglements of a Spanish policy. In some respects,
indeed, he was far less fitted than his friend Neville to act as leader
of the House. He had, with the exception of occasional visits,
been absent from England for many years, and he was hardly
aware how completely the feeling of his countrymen had
changed since the death of Elizabeth. Nor had his position at
the Hague tended to soften down the asperities of his some-
what unconciliatory temper. He was also at the further dis-
advantage of being altogether untried in Parliamentary life,
and of being destitute of that peculiar experience which is a
necessity to those who attempt to guide the deliberations of a

1  Suffolk to Somerset, Cott. MSS. Tit. F. iv. fol. 335.

2  It was said that the Dutch, hoping much from the appointment, gave
7,ooo/. to Somerset to obtain it.    Sarmiento to Lerma, Dec. ~, Simancas
MSS. 2594, fol. 94.